
“BECOME A GIFT WRAPPING ARTIST” STARTER CHECKLIST

Starter Checklist 
Whether you would like to become a professional gift 
wrapping artist, gain useful skills for holiday gift wrapping 
projects or to surprise your friends and family members with 
beautiful gifts, you CAN learn techniques to achieve all of the 
above! 

To make learning easier and more enjoyable, I am sharing 
some resources and tips which I developed during the past 
decade. So to prepare here are the suggested tools (and a 
free template!) to provide inspiration in designing your next 
gift wrapping project! 
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1. Your Work Station 

 

Make sure you have a large enough space to work with 

Keep the table clean and place a trash bin/bag next to you 

Prepare the necessary tools (see below) 

Keep pets and small children safely away (just in case…) 
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2. Useful Tools 

Scissors - using two different scissors is recommended. One for cutting 
wrapping paper and ribbon, the other for cutting tape, wire and other hard 
materials. You want your main scissors to last a long time and to maintain 
a clean, sharp edge. Last thing you want for your beautiful design is to 
have rough edges of paper and frayed ribbon. 

Double Sided Tape - not seeing any tape is an essential skill for 
professional gift wrapping. A half inch or less (around 1cm) width double 
sided tape is recommended for most gift wrapping projects, part of the 
beauty is to use a minimum of tape as well. 

Clear Tape - use only when necessary. Many times a small strip of clear 
tape will be enough to seal a section. 

Craft Knife / Cutting Mat / Ruler - these three tools are often used 
together. A small X-Acto knife with a shape blade, around 12” x 
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18” (30.5cm x 45.5cm) cutting mat and an 18” (45.5cm) long ruler are 
useful for many gift wrapping projects. 

Glue Gun / Glue Sticks - a glue gun is useful for attaching accessories 
and decorations to the package as well as for securing heavy wrapping 
papers together. 

Hole Punch - a hole punch is useful when adding creative ideas to the 
designs. Punch holes on paper to put ribbons through, attaching tags, etc. 
There are a variety of shapes and sizes to choose from and having few 
different styles would be helpful for your creative work. 

Circle Cutter - cutting a circle shape out of paper happens more often 
than you might think. Circle cutters come in handy when creating tags, 
bottoms for wine bottles and other creative designs you might want to 
add to gift wrapping. 

3. How to Design Your Gift Wrapping 
Best way to start a gift wrapping project is to have a finished design in mind. 
(at least close to what you would like) Having a goal image also helps you to 
prepare the right paper, ribbon and other materials and tools. There are some 
important questions to determine your design. 
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Who is receiving a gift? 

The more you know about the person, the more you can personalize the 
design. Here are some of the factors you can use to design a package. 

Feminine / Masculine 

Personality 

Favorite Color(s) 

Favorite Activities / Sport Team 

Hobbies (Photography, Travel, Cooking, etc) 

Anything Unique 

I once had a gift wrapping project for an elderly gentleman who had 
trouble using his hands well. To avoid unnecessary effort opening the 
gift I created a personalized gift wrapping design that could easily be 
taken apart, to help enhance the gift-giving experience. 

What is the occasion/event? 

Occasions and events often help set the tones and the themes of your 
design. One of the easiest ways to come up with your theme is to use 
adjectives. Describe the occasion using adjectives then you will have a 
better idea for the colors and styles of the design. 

Elegant, Beautiful, Sophisticated 

Happy, Fun, Playful 

Chic, Modern, Stylish 

Romantic, Passionate, Loving 

Clean, Simple, Pure 
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Where is the place of event? 

When wrapping for a special occasion, it is often held at a special and 
unique place which might be a source of inspiration for the gift 
wrapping theme. (ex. beaches, gardens, etc) 

When is the event happening? 

Seasons and time can also be an inspiration for the design. Imagine fall 
colors, winter hues, atmospheres of sunrises and sunsets, tones of 
moonlit reflections… 

What are the shapes and sizes of the gift? 

Sometimes, a gift has a unique shape or size that will determine your 
design. If this happens, ask yourself: 

Am I using a box to wrap the gift? 

Am I wrapping a whole gift or just partially wrapping to show the gift 
as a part of the design? 

What will be better materials to achieve the desired result? 

Wine bottles and flower bouquets for example might be more 
challenging shapes to wrap without boxes. However they are also great 
gifts to partially show the contents as a part of your design. When 
wrapping a uniquely shaped gift, choosing the right materials is an 
important step. For example, a more flexible and softer textured paper 
might give you a better outcome when wrapping a wine bottle or teddy 
bear. 
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What is your budget? 

Knowing your budget actually helps you become more creative. Be 
flexible - if particular types of paper or ribbon are not practical to 
obtain, there are always other options that can create the same or 
similar design atmosphere. 

Click on the links below for Your Resources! 
https://color.adobe.com - Cool and useful website to help decide a color 
theme. Set color rule and the wheel will show you the color combinations of 
your rule (theme). There are also thousands of user created combinations to 
choose from. 

Now that you have better understanding about the checklist, 
use the free template to start your own project! 

Be open to new possibilities - the checklist is for you to use for 
inspiration when choosing colors, themes, etc for your design! 

The first page of the template is a sample. Imagine the below gift wrapping 
was created after the checklist was filled.  

Drawing sketches of the prospective designs might also be helpful for you to 
visualize the final presentation. 
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Project Name: Birthday Gift Wrapping for Hana Toyota

Who
Feminine/Masculine Feminine

Personality Cute, Lovely

Favorite Color(s) Pink

Favorite Activities/Sport 
Team

N/A

Hobbies Flower arrangement

Anything Unique She loves butterflies

Why/Where/When
Occasion Birthday

Location Open Cafe

Season / Time Spring

Adjectives Happy, Cheerful

What
What is the gift? Handmade Mug Cup (butterfly image)

Shape of the gift/box? 
(box or no box? Wrapping 
a whole box or partially?

Deep square box - wrapping a whole box

How This section will be your final design

Budget $25 or less

Design Theme Spring garden

Color Theme Shades of pink

Paper Pink gift wrap rolls, Card stock

Ribbon Pink double satin ribbon

Additional Decoration(s) Butterfly and flower

Necessary Tools Scissors, Clear tape, Double sided tape, Glue gun
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Project Name:

Who
Feminine/Masculine

Personality

Favorite Color(s)

Favorite Activities/Sport 
Team

Hobbies

Anything Unique

Why/Where/When
Occasion

Location

Season / Time

Adjectives

What
What is the gift?

Shape of the gift/box? 
(box or no box? Wrapping 
a whole box or partially?

How This section will be your final design

Budget

Design Theme

Color Theme

Paper

Ribbon

Additional Decoration(s)

Necessary Tools
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Project Name:

Who
Feminine/Masculine

Personality

Favorite Color(s)
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Team

Hobbies

Anything Unique

Why
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Location

Season / Time

Adjectives

What
What is the gift?

Shape of the gift/box? 
(box or no box? Wrapping 
a whole box or partially?

How This section will be your final design

Budget

Design Theme

Color Theme

Paper
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Additional Decoration(s)

Necessary Tools
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